
 RE – Curriculum Map  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Religious Education at Lemington 

Riverside  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 RE – Curriculum Map  

 

Religious Education (RE) – Curriculum Intent 

At Lemington Riverside Primary School, Religious Education enables pupils to know about and 

understand diverse religions and worldviews, to express and communicate ideas clearly and 

respectfully, and to gain and deploy the knowledge and skills needed to live well with others. We 

follow the Newcastle Agreed Syllabus and teach with Kapow’s Religion & Worldviews units, adapted 

to our local context. Coverage is secured across the school: Christianity throughout; in KS1 

Christianity and Judaism (plus other principal religions); in KS2 Christianity with substantive study of 

Hinduism (Y3–4) and Islam (Y5–6), alongside other traditions and non-religious worldviews. Lessons 

are sequenced so substantive knowledge (beliefs, practices, texts, places, festivals) and disciplinary 

knowledge (the ways we theologise, philosophise and enquire in the human/social sciences) build 

systematically from EYFS to Year 6. 

What pupils will know and be able to do by the end of KS2 

• Know key beliefs, practices, texts and forms of expression in Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism 

and Islam, and have encountered other worldviews (e.g., Humanism, Sikhism, Buddhism). 

• Understand and use disciplinary methods: interpret sacred texts with care, ask well-framed 

questions, consider sociological/historical context, and recognise diversity within religions. 

• Reason and communicate respectfully: construct and evaluate arguments, identify 

similarities/differences, and use precise vocabulary to explain significance and impact on daily 

life. 

• Reflect on their own ideas and those of others, showing empathy, curiosity and a commitment 

to living well together in Lemington and beyond. 

Our Lemington values in RE 

• #Wearelemington – We anchor enquiries in the local story: mapping places of worship in 

Newcastle, engaging with local faith and belief communities, and reflecting on how belief 

shapes life in Lemington. 

• #Weareambitious – We set high expectations for every learner: demanding reading of texts, 

thoughtful comparisons across traditions and rigorous use of disciplinary lenses; pupils 

routinely justify viewpoints with evidence. 

• #Weareglobal – We develop global citizenship by exploring how religions and worldviews are 

lived around the world, recognising diversity, interconnection and shared human questions. 

• #Wearedisciplined – We model accurate vocabulary (e.g., Torah, Qur’an, puja, Eucharist, 

pilgrimage, revelation, authority) and explicit note-making; pupils apply enquiry routines and 

evaluate sources with care. 

• #Wearecollaborative – Dialogue sits at the heart of RE: pupils practise listening, turn-taking 

and respectful challenge, co-constructing answers to “big questions” through paired and 

group tasks. 

• #Weareresilient – Pupils grapple with complex or sensitive questions (e.g., suffering, life 

after death, equality) and learn to revise thinking in the light of new ideas and evidence. 
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Curriculum Overview 

 

Year Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

EYFS 

 
 
 
  

What makes us 
special? (+ mini-
celebrations 
from Time to 
celebrate to 
extend the block)  

What are 
special 
times? (Diwali 
& Christmas)  

Why are some 
places 
special?  

What 
makes the 
world 
special?  

Why are 
some 
things 
special? 
(artefacts)  

Why are some 
stories special?  

Y1 Respectful 
R&WV (1 lesson) 
→ How did the 
world begin?  

What do 
some people 
believe God 
looks like?  

What is God’s 
job?  

Why 
should we 
care for the 
world?  

How do we 
know new 
babies are 
special?  

Why should we 
care for others?  

Y2 Respectful 
R&WV (1) → Why 
do we need to 
give thanks?  

What do 
candles mean 
to people? 

How do we 
know some 
people feel a 
special 
connection to 
a god? 

What is a 
prophet? 

How do 
some 
people talk 
to God?  

Where do some 
people talk to 
God?  

Y3 

  

Respectful 
R&WV (1) → What 
makes us 
human?  

Where do our 
morals come 
from?  

Is scripture 
central to 
religion? 

What 
happens if 
we do 
wrong?  

Why is 
water 
symbolic?  

Why is fire used 
ceremonially?  

Y4 Respectful 
R&WV (1) → Are 
all religions 
equal?  

What makes 
some texts 
sacred?  

Just how 
important are 
our beliefs?  

Who was 
Jesus 
really?  

Why is the 
Bible the 
best-selling 
book?  

Does the 
language of 
scripture 
matter?  

Y5 Respectful 
R&WV (1) → Why 
do people have 
to stand up for 
what they believe 
in?  

Why doesn’t 
Christianity 
always look 
the same?  

What happens 
when we die? 
(Part 1)  

What 
happens 
when we 
die? (Part 
2)  

Who should 
get to be in 
charge?  

Why are some 
places 
significant to 
believers?  

Y6 Respectful 
R&WV (1) → Why 
does religion 
look different 
around the 
world? (Part 1) 
(Abrahamic 
focus) 

Why does 
religion look 
different 
around the 
world? (Part 2)  

Why is it 
better to be 
there in 
person? 
(pilgrimage)  

Why is 
there 
suffering? 
(Part 1)  

Why is 
there 
suffering? 
(Part 2)  

What place 
does religion 
have in our 
world today?  
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Reception (EYFS) 

Term Kapow unit(s) taught in order Main religions / 
worldviews 

Key vocabulary (for display 
& retrieval) 

Autumn 
1 

What makes us special? + 
selected Time to celebrate mini-
activities to extend the block 

General; 
Christian 
references 

special, unique, family, 
belong, belief, community, 
celebration, tradition 

Autumn 
2 

What are special times? (Diwali 
& Christmas focus) 

Hindu; Christian festival, Diwali, diva, 
Christmas, Nativity, light, 
symbol 

Spring 1 Why are some places special? Places of 
worship 
(general) 

church, mosque, mandir, 
synagogue, sacred, worship, 
visit 

Spring 2 What makes the world special? General / 
creation 

world, nature, creation, care, 
respect, awe, thankful 

Summer 
1 

Why are some things special? 
(artefacts) 

Multi-faith 
symbols 

artefact, symbol, precious, 
meaning, cross, star, beads 

Summer 
2 

Why are some stories special? Multi-faith 
stories 

story, parable, lesson, 
kindness, share, value 
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Year 1 

Term Kapow unit(s) taught in order Main religions / 
worldviews 

Key vocabulary 

Autumn 
1 

R&WV intro (1 lesson) → How did 
the world begin? 

Christian, Jewish, 
Hindu 

creation, Genesis, 
creator, Earth, care, 
stewardship, awe 

Autumn 
2 

What do some people believe God 
looks like? 

Christian, Muslim, 
Hindu 

God, creator, image, 
avatar, Allah, Trinity, 
symbol 

Spring 1 What is God’s job? Christian, Hindu, 
Muslim 

worship, protector, 
guide, prayer, 
omnipotent, promise 

Spring 2 Why should we care for the world? Multi-faith environment, 
responsibility, charity, 
kindness, duty 

Summer 
1 

How do we know new babies are 
special? 

Jewish, Muslim, 
Hindu, Christian 

ceremony, naming, 
blessing, welcome, rite, 
community 

Summer 
2 

Why should we care for others? (+ 
optional Christmas/Easter mini-
lessons across the year) 

Sikh, Christian, 
Jewish, Muslim, 
Humanist 

charity, seva, neighbour, 
fairness, empathy, 
dignity 
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Year 2 

Term Kapow unit(s) taught in order Main religions / 
worldviews 

Key vocabulary 

Autumn 
1 

R&WV intro (1 lesson) → Why do we 
need to give thanks? 

Hindu, Christian, 
Humanist 

gratitude, offering, puja, 
worship, harvest, 
community 

Autumn 
2 

What do candles mean to people? Christian, Hindu, 
Jewish 

light, Hanukkah, hanukiah, 
Advent, diva, symbol, hope 

Spring 1 How do we know some people feel 
a special connection to a god? 

Multi-faith prophet, signs, vision, 
devotion, faith, guidance 

Spring 2 What is a prophet? Jewish, Christian, 
Muslim, Sikh 

Abraham, Moses, Jesus, 
Muhammad, Guru Nanak, 
scripture 

Summer 
1 

How do some people talk to God? Christian, 
Muslim, Jewish, 
Sikh 

prayer, wudu, Qur’an, 
psalm, siddur, meditate 

Summer 
2 

Where do some people talk to 
God? (+ optional Christmas/Easter 
as desired) 

Muslim, Jewish, 
Hindu, Sikh 

mosque, synagogue, 
mandir, holy, community, 
design 
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Year 3  

Term Kapow unit(s) taught in 
order 

Main religions / 
worldviews 

Key vocabulary 

Autumn 
1 

R&WV intro (1 lesson) → 
What makes us human? 

Hindu, Christian, Buddhist, 
Humanist 

soul/atman, spirit, identity, 
purpose, compassion 

Autumn 
2 

Where do our morals 
come from? 

Christian/Jewish, Buddhist, 
Muslim, Hindu, Humanist 

moral, commandment, 
Dharma, conscience, 
virtue 

Spring 1 Is scripture central to 
religion? 

Jewish, Muslim, Christian Torah, Bible, Qur’an, 
authority, guidance, 
tradition 

Spring 2 What happens if we do 
wrong? 

Christian, Hindu, Muslim, 
Humanist 

sin, karma, forgiveness, 
repentance, justice, mercy 

Summer 
1 

Why is water symbolic? Christian, Sikh, Hindu, 
Shinto 

baptism, amrit, purify, 
ritual, renewal, sacred 

Summer 
2 

Why is fire used 
ceremonially? 

Hindu/Sikh, Zoroastrian sacred fire, arti, purity, 
offering, prayer 
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Year 4  

Term Kapow unit(s) taught in 
order 

Main religions / 
worldviews 

Key vocabulary 

Autumn 
1 

R&WV intro (1 lesson) → 
Are all religions equal? 

Bahá’í, Sikh, Hindu equality, unity, founder, 
revelation, diversity, ethics 

Autumn 
2 

What makes some texts 
sacred? 

Sikh, Hindu, Buddhist Guru Granth Sahib, Vedas, 
sutra, mantra, recitation 

Spring 1 Just how important are 
our beliefs? 

Sikh, Muslim, Jewish, 
Hindu, Christian 

commitment, vows, charity, 
dress, identity, belonging 

Spring 2 Who was Jesus really? Christian parable, miracle, Messiah, 
gospel, disciples, salvation 

Summer 
1 

Why is the Bible the best-
selling book? 

Christian Old/New Testament, canon, 
genre, translation, influence 

Summer 
2 

Does the language of 
scripture matter? 

Christian, Muslim, 
Jewish 

translation, Hebrew, Greek, 
Arabic, meaning, nuance 
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Year 5  

Term Kapow unit(s) taught in order Main religions / 
worldviews 

Key vocabulary 

Autumn 
1 

R&WV intro (1 lesson) → Why 
do people have to stand up for 
what they believe in? 

Christian, Muslim, 
Sikh (courage/rights) 

conscience, persecution, 
protest, justice, duty, 
rights 

Autumn 
2 

Why doesn’t Christianity 
always look the same? 

Christian (global 
diversity) 

denomination, liturgy, 
mission, tradition, 
diaspora 

Spring 1 What happens when we die? 
(Part 1) 

Jewish, Christian, 
Muslim, Humanist 

afterlife, resurrection, 
judgement, soul, legacy, 
hope 

Spring 2 What happens when we die? 
(Part 2) 

Hindu, Buddhist, Sikh reincarnation, samsara, 
moksha, karma, Nirvana 

Summer 
1 

Who should get to be in 
charge? 

Christian (authority) authority, scripture, 
tradition, leadership, 
responsibility 

Summer 
2 

Why are some places 
significant to believers? 

Multi-faith (incl. 
Islam) 

pilgrimage, Hajj, shrine, 
relic, sacred site, 
devotion 
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Year 6  

Term Kapow unit(s) taught in order Main religions / 
worldviews 

Key vocabulary 

Autumn 
1 

R&WV intro (1 lesson) → Why does 
religion look different around the 
world? (Part 1) 

Abrahamic traditions culture, migration, 
interpretation, practice, 
context 

Autumn 
2 

Why does religion look different 
around the world? (Part 2) 

Hindu, Sikh, 
Buddhist, Jain 

doctrine, ritual, festival, 
monastery, guru, 
continuity 

Spring 1 Why is it better to be there in 
person? (pilgrimage) 

Multi-faith (incl. 
Islam) 

pilgrimage, Hajj, devotion, 
intention, community 

Spring 2 Why is there suffering? (Part 1) Jewish, Christian, 
Humanist 

theodicy, free will, evil, 
compassion, 
responsibility 

Summer 
1 

Why is there suffering? (Part 2) Comparative (incl. 
Buddhist/Sikh ideas) 

karuna, seva, solidarity, 
justice, hope, virtue 

Summer 
2 

What place does religion have in 
our world today? 

Multiple worldviews census, secular, diversity, 
rights, cohesion, dialogue 

 


